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10:30 a.m. Sunday (Year A)                                   Holy Eucharist Rite II 

     
Prelude                                    Organ 

Bell rings to announce worship. 

All text in bold print is said/sung by the entire congregation. 

 

Processional Hymn   ‘Angels from the realms of glory’                                Hymn 93 

1 Angels, from the realms of glory, 

Wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation's story, 

Now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

 

Refrain:  

Come and worship, 

Come and worship 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 
2 Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 

Watching o'er your flocks by night, 

God with man is now residing, 

Yonder shines the infant light: 

[Refrain] 

 
3 Sages, leave your contemplations, 

Brighter visions beam afar; 

Seek the great Desire of nations, 

Ye have seen his natal star: 

[Refrain] 

 
4 Saints before the altar bending, 

Watching long in hope and fear, 

Suddenly the Lord, descending, 

In his temple shall appear. 

[Refrain] 
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Acclamation                      Book of Common Prayer               BCP Page 355 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People:     And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Celebrant:  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no  

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy  

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Gloria 

“Glory to God”                                                                         LEVAS #243   
 

Glory, Glory, hallelujah, - Lord we praise your Holy name, 

Glory, Glory, hallelujah, - Lord we praise your Holy name. 

Glory to God in the highest,  

and peace to His people on earth. 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you,  

we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God. 

 

Glory, Glory, hallelujah, - Lord we praise your Holy name, 

Glory, Glory, hallelujah, - Lord we praise your Holy name. 

You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glo-ry of the Father. 
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Glory, Glory, hallelujah, - 

Lord we praise your Holy name, 

Glory, Glory, hallelujah, - Lord we praise your Holy name. A-a-a-men. 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Let us pray.     

 

The Collect                                                                          BCP Page 214 
 

The Second Sunday after Christmas Day 

  O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity 

of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled 

himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

  The First Lesson 

 

A Reading from Jeremiah 31:7-14                                                          Clifton Dickens 
 
7For thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of 

  the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of  

  Israel.”  
8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest  

  parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor,  

  together; a great company, they shall return here.  
9With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let them  

  walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I have  

  become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
10Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, “He  

  who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”  
11For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.  
12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the  

   goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock  

   and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish  

   again.  
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13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be  

   merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them gladness for  

   sorrow.  
14I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,  

   says the Lord. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.           

People: Thanks be to God. 

The Psalm 

 

Psalm: 84                    (Sung by Congregation)                          BCP Page 707 

 

 Quam dilecta! 

  
1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! * 

       My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of 

       the Lord; my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 
2 The sparrow has found her a house 

   and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 

       by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, 

       my King and my God. 

 
3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 

       they will always be praising you. 
4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 

       whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way. 

 
5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find 

       it a place of springs, * 

       for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 
6 They will climb from height to height, * 

       and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

 
7 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 

       hearken, O God of Jacob. 
8 Behold our defender, O God; * 

       and look upon the face of your Anointed. 
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[9 For one day in your courts is better than 

       a thousand in my own room, * 

       and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 

       than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 
10 For the Lord God is both sun and shield; * 

       he will give grace and glory; 

 
11 No good thing will the Lord withhold * 

       from those who walk with integrity. 
12 O Lord of hosts, * 

       happy are they who put their trust in you!] 

 

 The Second Lesson 

 
A Reading from Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a                                                       Minnie Wallace 
 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with  

  every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 
4 just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless  

  before him in love.  
5 He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good  

  pleasure of his will, 
6 to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 
15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, and for this  

    reason  
16  I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers.  
17  I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of  

    wisdom and revelation as you come to know him,  
18 so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he  

   has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints,  
19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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The Gradual Hymn                ‘Hark the herald angels sing’                          Hymn 87 

 
1 Hark! the herald-angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King, 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled. 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim 

Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

 

[Refrain] 

Hark! the herald-angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King. 

 
2 Christ, by highest heaven adored, 

Christ, the Everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold Him come, 

Offspring of a Virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 

Hail, the Incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

[Refrain] 

 
3 Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that we no more may die, 

Born to raise the us from the earth, 

Born to give us second birth. 

Risen with healing in His wings. 

Light and Life to all He brings. 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Hail the Heav'nly Prince of Peace! 

[Refrain] 
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The Gospel 

 

The Holy Gospel      Matthew 2:13-15,19-23                        Rev. Dr. Boucher  

 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
   
13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and  

   said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there  

   until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  
14 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt,  
15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been  

   spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 
19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph  

    in Egypt and said,  
20 “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those 

    who were seeking the child’s life are dead.”  
21Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of  

   Israel.  
22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father  

   Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went  

   away to the district of Galilee.  
23 There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been  

    spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.” 

    the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was  

    God.  

 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.             

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon                    Rev. Dr. Boucher 

 

Musical Reflection                                                                                  Organist 
Please stand as you are able. 
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The Creed 

The Nicene Creed                                                                          BCP Page 358 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, - seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord,  

Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 

With the Father and the Son  

he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 
                           

Please stand or kneel as you are able. 

                

              The Prayers 

 

Prayers of the People              Form VI                       BCP   Page 392 
                                                                                                    

The Leader and People pray responsively. 

 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

 

Silence 

 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who 

are alone. 

 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
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For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

 

For [Sean, our Presiding Bishop, and Susan, our Diocesan Bishop, and John, our 

priest, and for] all bishops and other ministers; 

For all who serve God in his Church. 

 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation [to include those names 

that appear on our St. Stephen’s Prayer List, to include:] 
Silence 

 

SAINT STEPHEN’S PRAYER LIST 

 
Mattie Bell 

Antonio Belmar, Jr.  

Diane Bennett 

The Donald Birchette Family                

Pam Bolt  

The Joyce Brown Harris Family               

Jerome Burns + 

David Campbell   

The Wanda Jones Corbett Family 

Mary Cox    

Sarah Dickens  

Barbara Ford  

 

Marjorie Goodwin  

Melissa Harrington  

Lamar Hawkes  

The George W. Henderson Family  

Kenya Jackson  

Earnestine Johnson  

Marie C. Jones 

The Helen Jordan Keene Family 

Michael Joshua 

Yvonne Joshua 

Elsie Lewis 

James Love 

The Marciel Love Family 

Kelly Mills, Jr. 

Otha Myers  

Jeanette Ransom              

James Smith + 

Janice Smith 

Ann Taylor 

Vernita Taylor      

Olivia Theriot 

Laverne Venable 

Elliott Waters + 

Margaret Whiteman 

Deborah Williams 

 

The People may add their own petitions. 

 

Hear us, Lord; 

For your mercy is great. 

 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
Silence 
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We especially thank you for those names which appear on the Diocesan 

Cycle of Prayers List [to include:] 

 
DIOCESAN CYCLE OF PRAYERS         

 

 

And we thank you for those names which appear on our St. Stephen’s Cycle of 

Prayers, [to include:] 
 

SAINT STEPHEN’S CYCLE OF PRAYERS 

 

Marie Carol Jones 

Joel Wallace 

 

The People may add their own thanksgivings. 

 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored 

[especially for all those whom we remember today]. Pray that we may have 

grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 
 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in 

your eternal kingdom. 
Silence 

 

The People may add their own petitions. 

 

 

 

 

- Mrs. Reba Easty 

- Mrs. Doris Field 

- Mrs. Shirley Forde 

- Mrs. Jeanette Gordon 

- Mrs. MaryBelle Henry 

- St. John's, Hampton 

- Mrs. Sophronia Gordon 

- St. Mark's, Hampton 

- The Rev. Helen McKee 

 

- Mrs. Ruth Hendricks 

- The Rev. Andy Buchanan (Dana Rae) 

- The Rev. Terry Edwards (John) 

- The Rev. Daniel Karanja 
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The Search Prayer                                                                 

 

Reader: Please join with me in praying our Search Prayer.                                                                                     

People: Almighty God, Giver of every good gift: Guide this congregation 

in its search for a Priest for St. Stephen’s. Give us wisdom to work together 

effectively to represent the needs of this parish.  Let the thoughts of many be 

expressed through our actions; and if we stray from our purpose, right our  

path by enlightening us with your Holy Spirit.  Grant us your favor in this 

vast undertaking so that when we have concluded this process, we will know 

that we have done what you would have us do.  All this we ask for the sake of 

your Son our Savior Jesus Christ.  A-men.   

 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 

 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
Silence may be kept. 

 

Leader and People 

 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 

in your compassion forgive us our sins, 

known and unknown, 

things done and left undone; 

and so uphold us by your Spirit 

that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

to the honor and glory of your Name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Celebrant: 

Lord, please hear the prayers of your people; and what we have asked 

faithfully, grant that we may obtain effectually, to the glory of your  

Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Confession                      BCP Page 360 

 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what  

we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly  

repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive 

us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your Name. Amen.  

 

The Absolution                                                          BCP    Page 360 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power 

of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Installation of the Vestry and Church Officers 

(All vestry, officers, and ministry leaders please come forward). 

 

Church Register: On behalf of the congregation of St. Stephen’s 

Episcopal Church, Petersburg, VA, from Convocation Six of the 

Diocese of Southern Virginia, I present to you these persons to be 

admitted to the ministry of Wardens and Members of the Vestry and 

to other Church Leaders in this congregation. 

 

Celebrant: Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, we are all baptized 

by the one Spirit into one Body and given gifts for a variety of 

ministries for the common good. Our purpose is to commission 

these persons in the name of God and this congregation to the 

special ministries to which they are called. 
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Are these persons prepared by a commitment to Jesus, by regular 

attendance and by the knowledge of their duties, to exercise their 

ministry to the honor of God and the well-being of St. Stephen’s 

Episcopal Church and the Diocese of Southern Virginia? 

 

Church Register: They are.  

 

Celebrant: You have been called to a ministry in this congregation. 

Will you, as long as you are engaged in this work, perform it with 

diligence? 

 

Wardens, Vestry Members and other Church Leaders: 

I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant: Will you faithfully and reverently execute the duties of 

your ministry to the honor of God, and the benefit of the members 

of this congregation? 

 

Wardens, Vestry Members and other Church Leaders: 

I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant: Do you reaffirm your commitment to follow Jesus and 

to serve this congregation in his name? 

 

Wardens, Vestry Members and other Church Leaders: 

I do. 

 

Celebrant: (to the congregation) Will you do all in your power to 

support these leaders with your prayers, your honest yet gracious 

communications with them, and your willingness to help them carry 

out Christ’s ministry in this church? 

 

Congregation: We will. 
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Celebrant: In the name of this congregation of Saint Stephen’s 

 

Episcopal Church, Petersburg, Virginia, I commission you for this 

work, and pledge you our prayers, encouragement, and support. 

May the Holy Spirit guide and strengthen you, that in this, and in all 

things, you may do God’s will in the service of the kingdom of 

Christ. 

 

Let us pray. Almighty God, look with favor upon these persons who 

have now reaffirmed their commitment to follow Christ and to serve 

in his name. Give them courage, patience, and vision; and 

strengthen us all in our Christian vocation of witness to the world, 

and of service to others; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Celebrant: Friends in Christ, we are all baptized by the one Spirit 

into one Body, and given gifts for a variety of ministries for the 

common good. These persons, our brothers and sisters in Christ, 

have been called to the ministry of Saint Stephen’s Episcopal 

Church, Petersburg, Virginia. 

 

Congregation: Praise be to God, who has called you to this 

service. 

 

Celebrant: Look with favor upon those whom you have called, O 

God, and grant that they may be so filled with your Holy Spirit that 

they may minister in their chosen task with joy and steadfast 

devotion; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

In the Name of God, we recognize you, and give thanks for your 

ministry among us. 

 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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The Peace                                                               BCP Page 360 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

And also with you. 

 

The Offertory   (Seated) 

 

The Offertory Sentence  

Let us walk in love, as Christ loved us, and gave himself for us,  

an offering and a sacrifice to God. 
 

Musical Offertory  ‘There’s a star in the East on Christmas morn’    LEVAS 24 

 
1 There’s a star in the East  

on Christmas morn; 

Rise up, shepherd, and follow; 

It will lead to the place  

where the Christ was born; 

Rise up, shepherd, and follow. 

 

Refrain: 

Follow, follow; 

Rise up, shepherd, and follow. 

Follow the Star of Bethlehem; 

Rise up, shepherd, and follow. 

 
2 If you take good heed  

to the angel’s words; 

Rise up, shepherd, and follow; 

You’ll forget your flocks,  

you’ll forget your herds; 

Rise up, shepherd, and follow.  

[Refrain] 

 

Alms Presentation:  All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own, have 

we given thee. A-men. 
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                                            Remain standing as you are able.  

                                The Great Thanksgiving 

 

Eucharistic Prayer A                     BCP    Page 361 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to  

give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, (twice) 

heaven and earth are full, (full) of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes, in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel as able.  

Celebrant: 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself;  

and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death,  
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you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to  

share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to  

you, the God and Father of all. 

 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself 

in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 

world. 

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 

Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 

to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
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Celebrant: 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 

this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 

resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 

Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 

and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 

and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 

into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and 

with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 

 is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

Lord’s Prayer (sung in unison)                                   BCP    Page 364  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,  
 

Our Father, which art in heaven,  

     hallowed be thy Name, 

     thy kingdom come,  

     thy will be done,  

     on earth as it is in heaven.  

 

Give us this day our daily bread  

and Forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation  

         but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kingdom and  

         power and the glory,  

         for ever.  Amen. 
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Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!  

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance  

that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 

thanksgiving. 

 

Communion  
Please follow the Greeter’s instructions of forming a socially-distanced single  

line in the center aisle to receive your Holy Communion. The sacrament will be  

distributed by a priest, deacon or licensed lay eucharistic minister who will intinct/dip  

the wafer into the wine (if wine is desired) and hand the wine infused wafer to the worshipper 

for consumption. To decline one or both of the elements simply cross your arms in front of you 

chest and you will receive a prayer (if desired) by the worship leader. You may then return to  

your seat by the side aisles.  *Please tell a Greeter if you are unable to walk to the  

altar rail and would like your Holy Communion Cup brought to you in your pew. 

 

Communion Hymn                ‘Away in the manger’                          LEVAS 27 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

the little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head; 

the stars in the heavens looked down where He lay, 

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 
2 The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes, 

but little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky 

and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

 
3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 

close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 

and fit us for heaven, to live with Thee there. 
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Post Communion Prayer     (standing or kneeling)                BCP  Page 365 

 

Officiant: Let us pray. 

 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 

spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 

world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Announcements 
 

• Happy New Year and Good morning to all worshipping with us today, on this 

Second Sunday after Christmas, January 4, 2026. May God continue to bless you 

with His grace, mercy and gifts in this new year. 

• We welcome back the Rev. Dr. John Boucher, as our guest celebrant, today. 

• Our own Clifton Dickens will be our Service Leader for Morning Prayer for next 

Sunday, January 11, 2026.  

• We welcome all first time or returning visitors to our service today. 

• We thank our Audio/Video Technology Committee. 

• We want to officially welcome Dr. Dolores Cottrell as a full member of Saint 

Stephen’s Episcopal Church, following the receipt of her membership transfer  

letter from her previous parish, Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Albany, New 

York, Diocese of Albany, Martha L. Hubbard, Rector. Let us welcome Dolores. 

• We congratulate all new church leaders who were officially installed today. We 

thank you for your commitment to serve and we extend our prayers of goodwill 

and support to you.  

• The Senior Warden would like to have a transitional organizational meeting with 

the Vestry, the Finance Committee, and the Property Committee, following the 

church service next Sunday, January 11, 2026. This meeting may serve as our 

regular January Vestry meeting, schedules permitting. We will have a Saturday 

retreat as soon as possible, most likely, in February. 
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• We want to give a GREAT BIG THANK YOU, to Marjorie Goodwin, Jackie 

Burns, Bennie Wooten, Shalonda Venable Royster, Anthony Lewis, Yvonne 

Coleman, Marie Carol Jones, Brandon Kimble, special guest, the Rev. Dr. Delano 

Douglas, and others who helped make our Christmas Holiday Party a huge  

success. Mrs. Annie Henderson would have been proud. 

• You are invited and encouraged to attend the annual Martin Luther King, Jr., 

Evensong Service, at Saint James Episcopal Church, 1205 West Franklin Street, 

Richmond, VA 23220, on Sunday, January 18, 2026, beginning at 5 pm. Our own 

senior warden, Kenneth Lewis, will be delivering one of the readings. Please plan 

to attend. We can carpool. Off-street parking is available in their parking deck 

located diagonally across the street to your left. See page 26 of this bulletin. 

• The Epiphany is recognized on this coming Tuesday, January 6, 2026. Please find 

and read the appropriate Epiphany Collect in the Book of Common Prayer on page 

214. Next Sunday, we will celebrate the First Sunday after the Epiphany, January 

11, 2026.  

• When you come to church next Sunday, please remember to 

‘Bring a friend or a family member; Invite a neighbor; Welcome a stranger.’  

• Thank you for any further brief announcements.  

 

Please kneel as you are able. 

 

Blessing 
 

The Lord be with you.      

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into 

newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for 

ever. Amen.  

 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting 

freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen.  
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And the blessing of God Almighty, our Creator, Redeemer, and Giver  

of life, be with you always. Amen. 
 

Please stand as you are able.            
 

Recessional Hymn                  ‘As with gladness men of old’                            Hymn 119 

 
1 As with gladness men of old 

Did the guiding star behold; 

As with joy they hailed its light, 

Leading onward, beaming bright, 

So, most gracious Lord, may we 

Ever more be led to thee. 

 
2 As with joyful steps they sped, 

Savior, to thy lowly bed, 

There to bend the knee before 

Thee whom Heav’n and Earth adore, 

So may we with willing feet 

Ever seek thy mercy seat. 

 
3 As they offered gifts most rare 

At thy cradle rude and bare, 

So may we with holy joy, 

Pure and free from sin’s alloy, 

All our costliest treasures bring, 

Christ, to thee, our heav’nly King. 

 
4 Holy Jesus, ev’ry day 

Keep us in the narrow way, 

And when earthly things are past, 

Bring our ransomed souls at last 

Where they need no star to guide, 

Where no clouds thy glory hide. 

 
5 In the heav’nly country bright, 

Need they no created light; 

Thou its light, its joy, its crown, 

Thou its sun, which goes not down; 

There forever may we sing 

Alleluias to our King. 
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The Dismissal                                                                                                    BCP  Page 366 

 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

Flowers: The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God, in Celebration of Marie 

Carol Jones. We celebrate and thank our Register, Marie Carol Jones, on her 

birthday, today, January 4, 2026.      

 

Coffee Hour:  The Church. 

                                                        Supply Priest Schedule* 

                                                   * Subject to change based upon scheduling  

                                                                   changes and priest availability.     

11 January – Clifton Dickens 

18 January – Rev. Dr. Boucher 

25 January – Rev. Waters 

1 Feb – The Rt. Rev. Susan Haynes, Bishop,  

Diocese of Southern Virginia 
                                             

NEXT SUNDAY: The First Sunday after the Epiphany – January 11, 2026.  

The Collect – BCP Page 214; Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43;  

Matthew 3:13-17. 

 

  Coffee Hour Sign Up Sheet is posted on the bulletin board in the Parish Hall. 

Thank you for joining us for worship today. 

St. Stephen’s is a diverse community of faith where all people find home in Jesus  

and each other. We unite to transform the world to celebrate God. We encourage  

you to get to know us better by visiting our website, www.ststephenspbgva.org.  

(You can worship with us on ZOOM.) 

                 Email: ststephensepiscopal@yahoo.com      

                                                         Church office: (804) 733-6228  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ststephenspbgva228 

ZOOM LINKS: 

Sunday Worship 10:30 am 

 
Scan QR code above or Click on link below! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89833169642?pwd=UEFjL29zRy9KWW5TWEFIcEdQTIjTQT09  

 

Meeting ID: 898 3316 9642          Passcode: 6Up8xp 

Mid-week Noonday Prayer   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88267646851?pwd=UGFBV0t3anlIM0x2UG15T2JIVFprQT09 

 

http://www.ststephenspbgva.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ststephenspbgva228
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89833169642?pwd=UEFjL29zRy9KWW5TWEFIcEdQTIjTQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88267646851?pwd=UGFBV0t3anlIM0x2UG15T2JIVFprQT09
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Vestry 

Kenneth Lewis, 2026; Senior Warden 

Sandra Garner, 2028, Junior Warden 

Clifton Dickens, 2026;  

Jolisa Mills-Sheets, 2027; 

Otha Myers, 2026; 

Marie Carol Jones, Register 

 

 
    Please submit announcements you would like to have included in the next Sunday  

     bulletin by the preceding Monday.  Materials may be edited for content and length. 

 

 

Greeters 

Anthony Lewis 

Otha Myers 

  

HOPE Center 

Feeding Committee 

Yvonne Coleman, Chair 

Judy Bland 

Marie Carol Jones 

Minnie Wallace 

Bennie Wooten 

 

Lay Worship Leaders 

Sandra Garner - Chair 

Clifton Dickens, Sr. 

 

Lectors 

Jada Bing 

Judy Bland 

Anthony Lewis 

Kenneth Lewis 

Aleisha Manson 

Nancy Ross 

Minnie Wallace 

Trustees 

Judy Bland 

Brandon Kimble 

John Russell 

 

Live-Streaming 

Committee 

Clifton Dickens - Chair 

Taylin Manson 

Thomas R. E. Sidney 

Finance Committee 
Deborah B. Young - Chair  

     Bennie Wooten – Treasurer 

     Joan Campbell - Emeritus 

      Michael Walker 

 

Acolytes: 
Acolyte Master: 

Nancy S. Ross  

 

Acolytes 

Dwelaya Burns 

Midori Sheets 

   Brown Bag 

Lunch Committee 

Luke Berneking – Chair 

Clifton Dickens – Asst. Chair 

Autumn Berneking 

Marie Carol Jones 

Anthony Lewis 

Otha Myers   

Harriett Scruggs 

Thomas R. E. Sidney 

Ann Taylor 



 

 

                               Saint Stephen 

                            Our Patron Saint 

               

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

When you come to church next Sunday  

please remember to … 

Bring a friend or a family member; 

Invite a neighbor; 

Welcome a stranger.  

 

We are not here to shine. 

We are here to serve. 


