Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church
228 Halifax Street, Petersburg, Virginia 23803

Our Mission:

To meet the spiritual needs of the church and
community through worshiping, preaching, witnessing,
serving, and sharing God’s grace.

Our Vision:

We strive to become valued servants
to a diverse community
by keeping our community connected
through service and commitment
The Reverend Bill Queen Jr., Interim Rector

The Fifth Sunday after Easter
May 15, 2022
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II
Formation – Radical Welcome

MASKS ARE OPTIONAL
SOCIAL DISTANCING must be observed, even while receiving Communion
ALTERNATE PEWS ARE CLOSED to maintain distances while seated
SERVICE LENGTH IS SHORTENED, there will be less singing
OFFERING PLATES NOT PASSED, see tables at each entrance
ATTENDANCE WILL BE TAKEN for Covid-19 contact tracing

Prelude
bell rings to announce worship

Organ

Processional

Hymnbook 529 (1st verse)
‘In Christ there is not East or West’
In Christ there is no East or West, in
him no South or North, but one great fellowship
of love throughout the whole wide earth.

Opening Acclamation

Book of Common Prayer

Page 355

Celebrant: Alleluia, Christ is risen.
People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Glory to God

Lift Every Voice 243

Page 356

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.
The Collect
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so
perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and
the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads
to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.
Acts 11:1-18

Minnie Wallace

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the
Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up
to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, saying, "Why
did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?" Then Peter
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began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, "I was in the city of
Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something
like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its
four corners; and it came close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw
four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I
also heard a voice saying to me, `Get up, Peter; kill and eat.' But I
replied, `By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever
entered my mouth.' But a second time the voice answered from
heaven, `What God has made clean, you must not call profane.' This
happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven.
At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at
the house where we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not
to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also
accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. He told us how he
had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, `Send to Joppa
and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a message by
which you and your entire household will be saved.' And as I began
to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the
beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said,
`John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit.' If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder
God?" When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised
God, saying, "Then God has given even to the Gentiles the
repentance that leads to life."
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God

Psalm 148

M. Wallace

(spoken responsively by half-verse breaking at asterisk)
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1 Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; *
praise him in the heights.
2 Praise him, all you angels of his; *
praise him, all his host.
3 Praise him, sun and moon; *
praise him, all you shining stars.
4 Praise him, heaven of heavens, *
and you waters above the heavens.
5 Let them praise the Name of the Lord; *
for he commanded, and they were created.
6 He made them stand fast for ever and ever; *
he gave them a law which shall not pass away.
7 Praise the Lord from the earth, *
you sea-monsters and all deeps;
8 Fire and hail, snow and fog, *
tempestuous wind, doing his will;
9 Mountains and all hills, *
fruit trees and all cedars;
10 Wild beasts and all cattle, *
creeping things and winged birds;
11 Kings of the earth and all peoples, *
princes and all rulers of the world;
12 Young men and maidens, *
old and young together.
13 Let them praise the Name of the Lord, *
for his Name only is exalted, his splendor is over earth and
heaven.
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14 He has raised up strength for his people and praise for all his loyal
servants, *
the children of Israel, a people who are near him. Hallelujah!
Revelation 21:1-6
M. Wallace
I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy
city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice
from the throne saying,
"See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them as their God;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away."
And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all
things new." Also he said, "Write this, for these words are trustworthy
and true." Then he said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as
a gift from the spring of the water of life."
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God
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Gradual Hymn

Hymnbook 304 (1st verse)
‘I come with joy to meet my Lord’

I come with joy to meet my Lord, forgiven, loved, and free, in awe and wonder
to recall his life ladi down for me.
Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Holy Gospel

John 13:31-35

At the last supper, when Judas had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the
Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If
God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself
and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a
little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I
say to you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.' I give you a new
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you,
you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."
Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People:
Praise to you, Lord Christ

Sermon

Rev. Queen

Nicene Creed

Page 358

Prayers of the People

Form II

Page 385
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M. Wallace

Please join with me in praying our Search Prayer.
Almighty God, Giver of every good gift: Guide this congregation in its
search for a Priest for St. Stephen’s. Give us wisdom to work together
effectively to represent the needs of this parish. Let the thoughts of
many be expressed through our actions; and if we stray from our
purpose, right our path by enlightening us with your Holy Spirit. Grant
us your favor in this vast undertaking so that when we have concluded
this process, we will know that we have done what you would have us
do. All this we ask for the sake of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect

Confession
Peace

Page 360
Page 360

Announcements
Offertory Sentence
Musical Offertory

Lift Every Voice 161 (1st verse)
‘Go preach my gospel’

“Go preach my gospel,” saith the Lord, “Bid
the whole earth my grace receive, Explain to them my
sacred word, Bid them believe, obey, and live.”

Eucharistic Prayer A
Lord’s Prayer

Page 361
Page 364

Communion
Please follow the Greeter’s instructions of forming a socially-distanced
single line in the center aisle to receive your Holy Communion Cup and
returning to your seat by the side aisles. Wait to consume your bread,
and then wine, at the same time with everyone else, when the celebrant
says "The Body of Christ," and then "The Blood of Christ."
*Please tell a Greeter if you are unable to walk to the altar rail and would like your
Holy Communion Cup brought to you in your pew.
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Communion Hymn

Hymnbook 332 (1st verse)
‘God

unseen, yet ever near’

O God, unseen yet ever near, thy presence may we feel;
and thus inspired with holy fear, before thine altar kneel.
Post Communion Prayer
Page 365
Blessing
Recessional
Hymnbook 657 (1st verse)
‘Love Divine, all loves excelling’
Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, to
earth come down, fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy
faithful mercies crown. Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art; visit us with
thy salvation, enter every trembling heart.
Dismissal

Page 366

PRAYER LIST
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Antonio Belmar, Jr.
Betsy Clark
Marie C. Jones
Michaela Waytes
Porcher Taylor, Jr.
The Reid family

Pam Bolt
Mary Cox
Sarah Dickens
Jeanette Ransom
Olivia Theriot

Jerome Burns
Lamar Hawkes
George Henderson
Waylon Rooks
LaVerne Venable

ST. STEPHEN'S CYCLE OF PRAYERS
Yvonne Coleman
Kenneth Lewis

DIOCESAN CYCLE OF PRAYERS
Good Shepherd, Richmond
St. George’s, Pungoteague

PARISH NOTES
FLOWERS: Offered to the Glory of God by Kenneth Lewis
NEXT SUNDAY: Acts 16:9-15 / Psalm 67 / Revelation 21:10, 22:22-5 /
John 14:23-29

† † † † †
From the Discernment Committee:
Hopefully you have had the opportunity to submit your on-line
responses on the CAT - Congregation Assessment Tool.
Remember, the link is only open until Monday, May 23rd.
The on-line survey must be completed in one uninterrupted sitting.
In the event you cannot take the survey on-line, you may submit the
paper copy provided. Please contact the office if this is the method you
prefer to use.
9

*****
We conclude our discussion of the book Radical Welcome during
formation time today. See the discussion handout that was emailed
with this bulletin. For those of you with copies of the book, this
session will cover from pages 137 through 144 and
171 through 178.

*****

Graduate Recognition
If we have any graduates to please call the church office.
Include what schools they are moving to / from.

*****
Our next children's and youth focused worship service
will be held on Pentecost Sunday, June 5. Parents and
grandparents, watch your email for the options for your
children and youth to read or participate in other ways
in the service. And remember that reading, ringing the
bell, and helping the ushers with bulletins or the
offering plates are available for children's and youth participation on
any Sunday, not just our special children's and youth Sundays. Let
us know whenever they would like to help out.
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*****
Group Formation Schedule
Sundays 11:30 in the Parish Hall
May 22 - Worship
May 29 - Outreach
June 5 - ECW
June 12 - Pastoral Care
June 19 - Father's Day, No Formation
June 26 - Men's Club
July 3 - Communications
July 10 - Youth
July 17 - Evangelism
July 24 - Buildings & Grounds
July 31 – Finance

*****
Noonday Prayers every Wednesday from noon to 12:30 on Zoom.
Dial into #1 929 205 6099
Meeting ID: 882 6764 6851 Passcode: 548406

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88267646851? pwd=UGFBV0t3anlIM0x2UG15T2JIVFprQT09
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Office Hours: By Appointment
Reverend Bill Queen
rector@ststephenspbgva.org
Direct and Confidential to Rector’s office
(804) 895-1189
Church office: (804) 733-6228

Fax: (804) 733-1257

Email: ststephensepiscopal@yahoo.com
Website: http://ststephenspbgva.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ststephenspbgva228

****

Vestry
Jacqueline Bonilla, RJ Bragg
Clifton Dickens, Donna Lee,
Robin Magee, Aleisha Manson, Charles Palmer
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